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Table 1. County Summary Highlights:  1992
[For meaning of abbreviations and symbols, see introductory text]

Item
Massachusetts Barnstable Berkshire Bristol Dukes  Essex Franklin

Farms number--------------------------------------------- 5 258 144 320 523 56 357 519
Land in farms acres ---------------------------------------- 526 440 5 340 60 980 34 235 5 757 25 470 74 484

Average size of farm acres ------------------------------ 100 37 191 65 103 71 144

Estimated market value of land and
buildings1:

Average per farm dollars -------------------------------- 460 410 386 004 515 652 447 338 973 386 781 091 382 114
Average per acre dollars -------------------------------- 4 898 13 021 3 325 6 218 9 468 12 721 2 601

Estimated market value of all machinery and
equipment1:

Average per farm dollars -------------------------------- 36 359 32 301 39 098 31 595 20 897 38 328 38 635

Farms by size:
1 to 9 acres ---------------------------- 1 044---------------- 64 31 129 19 83 41
10 to 49 acres -------------------------- 1 738---------------- 60 69 187 11 153 123
50 to 179 acres ------------------------- 1 667---------------- 13 113 168 22 83 220
180 to 499 acres ------------------------ 654---------------- 6 74 35 2 30 112
500 to 999 acres ------------------------ 121---------------- 1 23 3 1 7 21
1,000 acres or more --------------------- 34---------------- – 10 1 1 1 2

Total cropland farms --------------------------------------- 4 853 138 302 482 51 316 489
acres-- 235 284 (D) 29 383 18 262 1 613 14 304 32 709

Harvested cropland farms -------------------------------- 4 417 131 274 433 47 285 455
acres-- 173 255 1 447 20 676 13 257 745 10 257 23 897

Irrigated land farms---------------------------------------- 1 336 107 27 146 21 98 60
acres-- 19 909 1 273 78 1 803 98 933 1 153

Market value of agricultural products sold $1,000 ------------- 350 639 8 700 17 967 29 614 849 17 769 30 028
Average per farm dollars -------------------------------- 66 687 60 415 56 145 56 624 15 163 49 774 57 857

Crops, including nursery and greenhouse
crops $1,000------------------------------------------- 255 138 (D) 4 641 19 810 731 13 955 14 910

Livestock, poultry, and their products $1,000 --------------- 95 500 (D) 13 325 9 805 118 3 814 15 118

Farms by value of sales:
Less than $2,500 ------------------------ 1 572---------------- 29 110 141 23 116 144
$2,500 to $4,999 ------------------------ 656---------------- 10 50 57 7 38 73
$5,000 to $9,999 ------------------------ 655---------------- 17 39 71 8 36 67
$10,000 to $24,999 ---------------------- 696---------------- 29 29 72 13 58 73
$25,000 to $49,999 ---------------------- 476---------------- 18 20 64 2 31 34
$50,000 to $99,999 ---------------------- 462---------------- 20 23 49 1 39 49
$100,000 or more ----------------------- 741---------------- 21 49 69 2 39 79

Total farm production expenses 1 $1,000--------------------- 266 163 5 958 15 973 22 515 1 010 13 696 27 153
Average per farm dollars -------------------------------- 50 621 40 807 50 071 43 133 18 037 38 258 52 318

Net cash return from agricultural sales for the
farm unit (see text) 1 farms-------------------------------- 5 258 146 319 522 56 358 519

$1,000-- 77 725 2 305 2 291 6 794 (D) 4 277 3 230
Average per farm dollars -------------------------------- 14 782 15 788 7 182 13 015 (D) 11 946 6 224

Operators by principal occupation:
Farming -------------------------------- 2 926---------------- 89 185 298 28 208 285
Other ---------------------------------- 2 332---------------- 55 135 225 28 149 234

Operators by days worked off farm:
Any ------------------------------------ 2 695---------------- 75 155 263 31 159 296

200 days or more --------------------- 1 666---------------- 35 97 173 18 95 185

Livestock and poultry:
Cattle and calves inventory farms ------------------------- 1 565 5 164 163 15 63 244

number-- 68 331 (D) 10 321 7 311 259 2 643 13 063
Beef cows farms -------------------------------------- 850 3 92 93 9 39 100

number-- 7 347 (D) 1 030 963 (D) 398 651
Milk cows farms--------------------------------------- 606 2 69 48 5 20 125

number-- 30 906 (D) 4 617 3 529 (D) 1 096 6 562

Cattle and calves sold farms ----------------------------- 1 271 5 135 141 14 54 210
number-- 29 839 26 3 677 4 967 62 880 5 227

Hogs and pigs inventory farms ---------------------------- 404 4 30 54 8 24 45
number-- 16 439 16 251 4 050 95 459 348

Hogs and pigs sold farms -------------------------------- 296 1 21 45 10 13 35
number-- 25 564 (D) 508 6 389 417 (D) 787

Sheep and lambs inventory farms ------------------------- 520 6 44 56 10 36 58
number-- 11 341 61 735 1 146 292 636 1 437

Chickens 3 months old or older inventory farms ------------ 535 9 35 50 13 31 65
number-- 544 401 (D) (D) (D) (D) 6 924 12 949

Broilers and other meat-type chickens sold farms ----------- 45 1 3 4 3 2 5
number-- 125 283 (D) 175 119 (D) (D) 89

Selected crops harvested:
Corn for grain or seed farms ----------------------------- 111 2 10 15 1 3 15

acres-- 4 893 (D) 1 008 298 (D) (D) 840
bushels-- 488 921 (D) 79 940 24 026 (D) (D) 111 081

Corn for silage or green chop farms ----------------------- 531 2 49 76 1 21 98
acres-- 25 861 (D) 4 149 3 043 (D) 1 193 4 648

tons, green-- 470 201 (D) 68 376 53 310 (D) 21 965 99 814
Irish potatoes farms------------------------------------- 102 3 6 6 8 5 23

acres-- 3 520 4 (D) (D) 8 9 851
cwt-- 812 469 (D) (D) (D) 1 906 1 676 228 703

Haymalfalfa, other tame, small grain, wild,
grass silage, green chop, etc. (see text) farms ------------ 2 269 7 215 202 22 136 332

acres-- 103 596 (D) 15 478 6 026 531 6 641 14 906
tons, dry-- 213 589 (D) 33 264 12 752 1 137 12 426 35 062

Vegetables harvested for sale (see text) farms ------------- 995 26 52 120 16 95 93
acres-- 16 577 246 580 2 918 (D) 1 845 1 563

Land in orchards farms ---------------------------------- 525 10 19 50 4 41 57
acres-- 7 848 78 193 341 (D) 369 1 050

See footnotes at end of table.
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Table 1. County Summary Highlights:  1992 mCon.
[For meaning of abbreviations and symbols, see introductory text]

Item
Hampden Hampshire Middlesex Nantucket Norfolk  Plymouth Suffolk Worcester

Farms number--------------------------------------------- 410 527 535 14 186 668 2 997
Land in farms acres ---------------------------------------- 37 477 53 459 31 583 (D) 9 882 72 247 (D) 114 805

Average size of farm acres ------------------------------ 91 101 59 (D) 53 108 (D) 115

Estimated market value of land and
buildings1:

Average per farm dollars -------------------------------- 295 835 325 006 402 629 (D) 454 263 643 763 (D) 403 851
Average per acre dollars -------------------------------- 3 275 3 851 7 647 (D) 9 533 6 289 (D) 3 615

Estimated market value of all machinery and
equipment1:

Average per farm dollars -------------------------------- 27 033 32 839 31 731 (D) 25 329 60 495 (D) 31 386

Farms by size:
1 to 9 acres ---------------------------- 67---------------- 96 155 7 60 153 2 137
10 to 49 acres -------------------------- 149---------------- 159 206 4 71 262 – 284
50 to 179 acres ------------------------- 135---------------- 178 137 1 39 168 – 390
180 to 499 acres ------------------------ 51---------------- 76 30 2 15 64 – 157
500 to 999 acres ------------------------ 7---------------- 17 7 – 1 9 – 24
1,000 acres or more --------------------- 1---------------- 1 – – – 12 – 5

Total cropland farms --------------------------------------- 367 497 476 14 165 626 2 928
acres-- 15 047 29 934 18 005 (D) 4 636 20 142 (D) 48 642

Harvested cropland farms -------------------------------- 323 456 428 12 145 594 2 832
acres-- 10 842 22 699 13 972 (D) 3 185 16 578 (D) 35 274

Irrigated land farms---------------------------------------- 66 50 143 10 54 451 2 101
acres-- 691 (D) 1 324 404 266 10 893 (D) 724

Market value of agricultural products sold $1,000 ------------- 18 947 24 794 44 882 (D) 8 928 95 756 (D) 49 636
Average per farm dollars -------------------------------- 46 211 47 048 83 892 (D) 48 002 143 347 (D) 49 785

Crops, including nursery and greenhouse
crops $1,000------------------------------------------- 13 832 15 499 34 735 (D) 7 456 93 262 (D) 24 981

Livestock, poultry, and their products $1,000 --------------- 5 114 9 295 10 147 (D) 1 473 2 494 – 24 654

Farms by value of sales:
Less than $2,500 ------------------------ 161---------------- 160 170 5 59 118 – 336
$2,500 to $4,999 ------------------------ 40---------------- 82 66 1 24 66 – 142
$5,000 to $9,999 ------------------------ 52---------------- 73 75 – 33 58 – 126
$10,000 to $24,999 ---------------------- 57---------------- 70 59 4 19 88 – 125
$25,000 to $49,999 ---------------------- 26---------------- 44 56 1 14 90 1 75
$50,000 to $99,999 ---------------------- 24---------------- 38 38 1 16 83 – 81
$100,000 or more ----------------------- 50---------------- 60 71 2 21 165 1 112

Total farm production expenses 1 $1,000--------------------- 15 559 19 857 31 243 (D) 7 236 61 881 (D) 41 582
Average per farm dollars -------------------------------- 38 042 37 751 58 398 (D) 38 696 92 637 (D) 41 707

Net cash return from agricultural sales for the
farm unit (see text) 1 farms-------------------------------- 409 526 535 14 187 668 2 997

$1,000-- 2 585 4 052 11 139 (D) (D) 33 643 (D) 6 958
Average per farm dollars -------------------------------- 6 319 7 704 20 820 (D) (D) 50 363 (D) 6 979

Operators by principal occupation:
Farming -------------------------------- 215---------------- 280 292 12 90 400 2 542
Other ---------------------------------- 195---------------- 247 243 2 96 268 – 455

Operators by days worked off farm:
Any ------------------------------------ 202---------------- 285 260 9 95 351 – 514

200 days or more --------------------- 145---------------- 171 156 2 58 211 – 320

Livestock and poultry:
Cattle and calves inventory farms ------------------------- 130 198 106 1 44 69 – 363

number-- 4 314 8 590 3 185 (D) 1 077 1 776 – 15 729
Beef cows farms -------------------------------------- 74 97 72 – 30 39 – 202

number-- 567 807 707 – 260 374 – 1 477
Milk cows farms--------------------------------------- 50 78 33 – 14 18 – 144

number-- 1 930 3 619 1 078 – 380 748 – 7 289

Cattle and calves sold farms ----------------------------- 97 160 78 – 37 48 – 292
number-- 1 458 3 630 1 614 – 560 729 – 7 009

Hogs and pigs inventory farms ---------------------------- 29 38 36 – 19 26 – 91
number-- 449 2 827 1 445 – 649 2 453 – 3 397

Hogs and pigs sold farms -------------------------------- 18 23 27 – 15 21 – 67
number-- 1 136 4 935 2 772 – 743 2 770 – 4 396

Sheep and lambs inventory farms ------------------------- 35 39 56 – 25 48 – 107
number-- 685 1 873 1 211 – 718 649 – 1 898

Chickens 3 months old or older inventory farms ------------ 49 43 60 – 25 59 – 96
number-- 6 050 5 067 24 894 – 6 081 3 397 – (D)

Broilers and other meat-type chickens sold farms ----------- 4 3 7 – 1 6 – 6
number-- 45 200 (D) 4 998 – (D) 238 – 1 465

Selected crops harvested:
Corn for grain or seed farms ----------------------------- 12 29 8 – – 1 – 15

acres-- 142 2 089 220 – – (D) – 226
bushels-- 10 500 246 182 4 552 – – (D) – 9 905

Corn for silage or green chop farms ----------------------- 40 79 32 – 4 20 – 109
acres-- 2 150 2 671 1 046 – 131 1 369 – 5 415

tons, green-- 38 430 45 890 18 543 – 2 415 27 419 – 93 184
Irish potatoes farms------------------------------------- 2 21 8 2 2 10 – 6

acres-- (D) 2 391 11 (D) (D) 29 – 16
cwt-- (D) 527 471 1 390 (D) (D) 4 758 – 3 434

Haymalfalfa, other tame, small grain, wild,
grass silage, green chop, etc. (see text) farms ------------ 173 268 184 2 71 102 – 555

acres-- 5 834 12 920 9 106 (D) 2 517 3 700 – 25 848
tons, dry-- 12 438 24 964 17 003 (D) 4 871 6 521 – 52 902

Vegetables harvested for sale (see text) farms ------------- 70 135 136 3 28 60 – 161
acres-- 1 505 2 214 2 265 (D) 360 973 – 1 880

Land in orchards farms ---------------------------------- 57 44 53 1 15 41 – 133
acres-- 825 733 819 (D) 122 211 – 3 086

1Data are based on a sample of farms.
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